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What a wild year it's been, with most people glad it has come to its end. As we all
know too well, for the past 9 months COVID-19 has affected the entire globe. That
is why this festive season will be the most anticipated and celebrated for years to
come.
In Ireland, some sort of celebration is greatly deserved. However, precautions still
have to be taken to ensure we do not go back and have to relive those months of
despair all over again. During the Christmas holidays, we have to do our extra bit to
help the community. We are sure everyone is an expert at this point at wearing face
coverings indoors and sanitising regularly. These simple measures must be taken to
ensure the safety of others during this festive season and beyond into 2021.
During these times, it is easy to forget the difference between being safe and
complete isolation. Remember to stay connected. Text friends and family and maybe
even shove over the turkey and have a festive zoom call from the dinner table!
2020 has been hard for everyone. Remember to be kind on and offline. We know it
is easy to get caught up in your own little bubble, especially now! Although it has
been a tough time all around the world, we have to ensure that kindness is being
spread, rather than a virus!
More than anything else, look after yourself. With everything going on it's easy to
overlook your mental health. So remember, it's okay not to be okay and it's
definitely okay to ask for help. Help is only a phone call away.

Edited By Diarmuid Whitehead,
Sophie Porter and Nicole Murray

We hope you enjoy the articles in this second edition. Have a wonderful break!

STAND UP WEEK
AT DCC
By Ronan Doyle

For the week of the 16th of November, DCC took part
in Stand Up Week in collaboration with BelongTo. The
week is dedicated to combating and raising awareness
for LBGT+ student bullying. The week was filled with
experiences for students to engage and learn about
the LGBT+ community.
The week started by hanging up flags of LGBT+
identities in our main hall, which will remain a
permanent staple of our school's decoration. Mr
Creevey purchased these flags from Fingal Print. TY
art students are currently focusing their efforts on
creating specially designed labels for each of the eight
flags.
On Tuesday and Thursday, TY students Ronan Doyle,
Elana Crosbie and Faye Deering gave a talk to all 2nd
year SPHE classes. The talk addressed LGBT+ identities
and experiences in school and the unique challenges
faced by LGBT+ individuals in the world. 2nd year
students were fully engaged with the talks. We hope
they will remember the important discussions and
lessons learned during this talk.

To finish the week, DCC took part in #ComeIn day on
Friday. Staff and students from 1st to 6th year wore
colours of the pride flag into school to stand in
solidarity with LGBT+ students across the country.
The Stand Up Committee themselves started the day
off by holding a bright and energetic morning
greeting for our first year students. Music and
balloons welcomed the students in as well as ecstatic
“good mornings” from our Stand Up Committee
members who took part. Also on display was a
colourful balloon lettered DCC sign made by TY
students Niamh Neville, Emma Anderson and Alex
Reilly.

Thanks to the DCC Stand Up Committee, Ms
McGrotty, Ms Lowry and Mr O’Briain for creating a
fun and successful week to show support for LGBT+
students and combat bullying.

CHRISTMAS
TRADITIONS
AROUND THE WORLD
By Luke Brehony and Adam Mullen

There are many Christmas traditions that
countries celebrate around the world. Different
countries celebrate Christmas in different ways.
Here are some examples of different traditions:
In New Zealand, Christmas is celebrated during
the summer holidays. People tend to spend
Christmas on the beach, camping or in their
holiday homes. Children in New Zealand leave
out carrots for Santa's reindeer and a beer and
some pineapple chunks for Santa. New Zealand
has it’s very own Christmas tree (the
Pōhutukawa). The Pohutukawa can grow to be a
very large tree, it has bright red flowers which
are popular Christmas decorations and normally
appears on Christmas cards.
Similarly, Christmas in Australia is celebrated in
the summer. Australians hang wreaths on their
front doors and go carol singing on Christmas
Eve. Houses are decorated with Christmas Trees,
lights and bunches of ‘Christmas Bush’ which is a
native Australian tree with small green leaves
and cream colored flowers. During the summer,
the flowers turn a deep shiny red over a period of
weeks.

There are many traditions both strange and
familiar to us. We leave a tall red candle in a
front window overnight, a welcoming symbol of
warmth and shelter for the holiday season.
Although this tradition has been sidelined over
the past few decades. Our traditional Christmas
dinners are homemade roast goose and
potatoes.
Speaking of Christmas dinners, Although
Christmas isn't heavily celebrated in Japan by its
citizens, they still find an interesting and
delicious way to celebrate. Rather than gathering
around the table for a traditional turkey dinner,
families head out to their local KFC. The tradition
began in 1974 after an incredibly successful
marketing campaign called "Kentucky for
Christmas!" KFC has miraculously kept this
tradition going for five decades causing some
people to order their boxes months in advance
due to the massive wait time or stand in two
hour long lines to get their food.

Iceland actually celebrates 13 days of Christmas,
not too unlike in America. Each night before
Christmas, Icelandic children are visited by the 13
Yule Lads. After placing their shoes by the window,
the little ones will head upstairs to bed. In the
morning, they'll either have received candy (if
they're good) or be greeted with shoes full of rotten
potatoes if they're bad.
In Norway, the Christmas season, called julebord,
begins Dec. 3, filling up local bars and restaurants
throughout the month. Families celebrate Little
Christmas on Dec. 23 rather than on Dec 25th, as is
standard around the world. Each day has their own
ritual that may include decorating the tree, making
a gingerbread house, and eating hot rice pudding
Sinterklaas is the Dutch name for Santa, the man
recognized by children by his long white beard, red
cape. Kids put a shoe by the chimney or back door
and wake up on Christmas morning to find treats
like gingerbread men, marzipan, and chocolate
letters inside..
Alpine countries like Austria have a legend that a
devil-like scary creature called Krampus joins their
Christmas festivities on December 6th. Children are
asked for a list of their good and bad deeds: Good
children are rewarded with sweets, apples, and
nuts, and bad children worry what Krampus might
bring upon them on Christmas morning.

On Christmas Eve in Poland, many families share
oplatek (an unleavened religious wafer), each person
breaking off a piece as they wish each other Merry
Christmas. Dinner may not begin until the first star
appears in the night sky and, traditionally, an extra
setting is left at the table should someone show up
uninvited.
A Christmas table in Barbados isn't complete without
a baked ham decorated with pineapple and sorrel
glazes, a rum cake, and Jug Jug, a dish inspired by the
Scottish influence on the island combining pigeon
peas, guinea corn flour, herbs, and salt meat. It looks
delicious!

On Christmas morning, Finish families traditionally
eat a porridge made of rice and milk topped with
cinnamon, milk, or butter. Whoever finds the almond
placed inside one of the puddings "wins"—but some
families cheat and hide a few almonds so the kids
don't get upset. This is similar to the American/British
tradition of putting a ring in pudding! At the end of
the day, it is customary to warm up in a sauna
together.
All across Mexico members of the Church put on
Pastorelas (Shepherd's Plays) to retell the Christmas
story. The Mexican Christmas season begins early in
December with Las Posadas, a religious march that
re-enacts the journey of Mary and Joseph. The vibrant
red poinsettia flowers are also used in holiday
arrangements for decoration throughout the country,
And they look amazing!
Britain is probably the most traditional one and the
one you're most familiar with but it's still just as
important as the others! Unlike in most other
countries, back in the 1930s Santa actually wore a
Green suit! Families often meet up with each other
and exchange gifts to show gratitude, love and
affection.
This Christmas will be unlike any other, and we hope
everyone gets through this festive season safely.

FILMS EVERYONE MUST
WATCH
By Eoghan O'Dea

If you are interested in movies or just want some
movie recommendations, I have compiled two
lists. One for junior cycle students and one for
the senior students.
I have picked some well known and some films
you might not have heard of before. From
psychological horror to teen comedies, I hope
there is something for everyone on these lists.
Please ensure you have parental permission and
use the age-rating appropriately.
Film has played an important role for
entertainment during the Covid-19 pandemic,
and here are some of my favourites.

Films Junior Cycle Students must
watch:
Interstellar (12A)
Christopher Nolan’s mind bending sci - fi thriller is
about a team of astronauts trying to find a suitable
planet for humanity after Earth becomes
uninhabitable.
This is a must watch for anyone with an interest in
space, not only is it an interesting story, but it is
also in line with modern scientific theories about
space.
The film has immersing set design, great
performances and an enthralling adventure. This is
a film that will confuse you throughout, but I think
that is a good thing, since you’re always guessing
and engaged.

The Death of Stalin (15A)
“The Death of Stalin” is the true story of Stalin’s death
and the struggle for power that ensued. This film
doesn’t take itself too seriously, and is more of a dark
comedy than documentary.
The cast’s performances make this film constantly
entertaining, even though they’re speaking in their
native accents.
Unrelentingly hilarious and at times surreal, this
comedic look at the higher ups of the Soviet Union is a
must watch for anyone interested in the USSR or dark
comedy.

Moneyball (PG)
“Moneyball” is a film about the Oakland A’s
baseball team, and their innovative strategies
that they used to their advantage.
The film starts after the team lost the World
Series and their best players, left with little
money general manager Billy Bean(Brad Pitt)
must put together a title winning team.
Despite baseball being the central theme, you
don’t need to like the sport to enjoy this film. The
film is about one of the greatest underdog stories
in sporting history.

Moon (15A)
Moon is a science fiction drama starring Sam
Rockwell and directed by Duncan Jones (David
Bowie’s son).
The film has gained a cult status in recent years
and is critically acclaimed. I think the film is
especially relevant during the coronavirus
lockdown, since the film is about isolation and
loneliness.
The film tells the story of a man working alone on a
lunar mining facility. He is at the end of his three
year contract and is ready to go home, but it does
not go as planned.

Hot Fuzz (15A)
“Hot Fuzz” is about Nicholas Angel (Simon Pegg), an
excellent police officer, who is sent to the quiet town
of Sandford, but not all is as it seems.
He and his partner Danny Butterman (Nick Frost)
make one of my favourite comedic duos in a film. If
you’re a fan of British humour then this film is for you.
Edgar Wright uses visual comedy to make every scene
hilarious and his and Simon Pegg’s writing makes for
one of my favourite comedies.

Mid 90s (16)
Jonah Hill’s directorial debut is an excellent
coming of age film set in the mid 90s.
The plot is about Stevie(Sunny Suljic), as he deals
with his troubled home life and finds a new
group of friends.
Although skateboarding plays a major role in the
film, you don’t need to like skateboarding to
enjoy this film. At its core this film is about
friendship and the trials and tribulations that
come with growing up

Fantastic MrFox (PG)
Even if you have read the book or have watched this
film when you were younger, I urge you to watch it
again.
Wes Anderson’s stop motion masterpiece is a great film
for both children and adults. Its charm and rustic
aesthetic doesn’t fade throughout its hour and a half
runtime.
This film is a simple story with witty humour,
interesting visuals and an all star cast which includes
George Clooney, Meryl Streep, Bill Murray, Owen Wilson,
Willem Dafoe, Brian Cox and Adrien Brody.

District 9 (15A)
“District 9” is a South African film /
mockumentary about an alien race that lands on
Earth.
The aliens are then segregated from the humans
in Johannesburg, and the film follows Wikus as
he is in charge of relocating the aliens to a
refugee camp.
The film does a great job of creating a sci - fi
world that is realistic, but yet fascinating. This
film is a great blend of comedy and sci - fi and is
definitely worth watching.

JoJo Rabbit (12A)

This story, set in a satirical version of Hitler’s Germany,
is about a German family hiding a Jewish girl from the
Nazis.

Where this film shines is Jojo’s imaginary friend (who
just so happens to be Adolf Hitler), as it is a unique and
interesting way to show the audience what is going
through Jojo’s head.

“Jojo Rabbit” is a great tale of friendship and family that
is amplified by great comedic performances and
creative ways to tell its story.

ALL CREATURES GREAT
AND SMALL!
By Scott McKane and Michael O’Brien
Well done to the TY D.I.Y class who have been
working on making bug hotels for the last
number of weeks. Michael O’Brien and Scott
McKane reported on how they put the hotels
together and they are now proudly located in the
school courtyard! Well done to all involved!
“They took us about five weeks to complete. We
created a giant hexagon at the bottom of the
piece to try to attract bees and other types of
insects. We cut the pieces of wood at angles and
glued and nailed the pieces together.

Me and Earl and the Dying
Girl (12A)
Simply put, I think this is one of the best coming
of age films ever made. The film shows
friendship, grief and school life like no other film.
The story is about Greg, an awkward teenager,
who is forced to befriend Rachel, a girl who has
recently been diagnosed with leukaemia. The
film follows their friendship and Rachel’s battle
with leukaemia.
This film has everything going for it, from
amazing supporting performances from Nick
Offerman and Molly Shannon, to stunning
artistic passages. This is my favourite coming of
age film and I highly recommend it.

We also made shelves to hold sticks and pieces of
logs. We put sticks, bark, sawdust, logs and
leaves to attract bugs. At the end of the build, we
added three coats of outdoor waterproof paint to
make sure it doesn’t rot and have a nice finish.
Each of the groups made their own version of the
hotels for climate action week.”

CHRISTMAS CAKES!
The TY Home Economics class have been
preparing, planning and baking festive cakes to
take home this winter season. Well done to Ms Ní
Dhaighre and the class for their hard work!
The recipe for their cakes, with thanks to Odlums
is available here. They soaked their fruit in
orange juice instead of brandy!

https://www.odlums.ie/recipes/christmas-cake/

OH MY GAISCE
By Diarmuid Whitehead

Many congratulations to current 6th Year Niamh
Cullen for earning the Silver Gaisce award and
further congratulations to Matthew Horne
O'Connor, Alison Branigan, Sarah Keon, Emily
Malone and Adam Roche for earning the Bronze
Award as of this year. Given the current
restrictions and ongoing pandemic, to complete
the challenges involved in the Gaisce Award is an
incredible achievement.
In line with previous years, in September of 2018,
4th year students in Donabate Community
College were offered the chance to participate in
the Gaisce programme, also known as the
'President's Award'. Gaisce roughly translates to
‘great achievement’ and is a self-development
programme in action since 1995. A total of
300,000 students have taken part in the
programme to date with many more to come as
the years go on. The aim of the Gaisce
programme is to broaden young people’s abilities
and resilience by encouraging them to engage in
new activities. Gaisce’s core values are;
empowerment, inclusion & equality, respect and
excellence.
In order to be in the running for a Bronze Award,
you have to take part in four key categories;
Community Involvement, Personal Skill, Physical
Recreation and Adventure Journey. ‘Each
challenge area requires a minimum participation
of 1 hour per week for 13 weeks. The Adventure
Journey takes place over a minimum of 2 days
and 1 night,’ according to the Gaisce website.

The silver award is a large step up from the
bronze as it requires participating for an
impressive 26 weeks, along with ‘Adventure
Journey’ taking place over a minimum of 3 days
and 2 nights. As we can see, engaging with Gaisce
takes a lot of commitment, endurance and
determination and is a very to esteemed merit to
achieve.
After an interview with Niamh, she told me that
Gaisce is great if you’re looking for something to
do and, often, hobbies you currently do can
contribute to some of the quotas you need to
reach, especially for the Bronze Award. The
hardest part of Gaisce for her was preparing
herself for the commitment it takes and actually
going out and finding activities to take part in,
such as a place to help out in the community. But
I suppose that's all in the spirit of Gaisce!

GARDENING AT DCC
By Sophie Porter
Here at Donabate Community College we have a
very spacious courtyard at the very centre of our
school which is used for such things as morning
assemblies, a place where students can talk and
get some fresh air at lunch. Now, due to Covid-19,
it has also become a haven for mask breaks.
Unfortunately, at the start of the year however
the yard was not in its best condition. There were
no colourful flowers, the courtyard was covered
in weeds, and dead leaves were on the trees.
Luckily, Ms. Ní Bhrolcháin has a passion for
gardening and decided to change this by
rejuvenating the yard. TY students who were
unable to find work experience have the option
of doing gardening every Wednesday. Gardening
is offered to help speed up the process of making
the courtyard a nice space for students as well as
teachers. Everyone has been getting involved students from different year groups, teachers
and TY students, all in a safe and socially distant
way!
So far we’ve added new plants, gotten rid of
weeds and smashed up clumps of clay. We have
also cleared the garden of rocks, made a bench,
and now we are in the process of making flower
pots out of planks of wood, which we will then
paint, and place around the school with some
lovely flowers planted in them.

There is also gardening being done in the Hub in
the sensory garden. A big thank you to the TY
students who have been redesigning the garden
since the school year started. Some students
from the Hub have also been helping out too!
A big thank you to all those who have donated
tools,
flowers,
time
and
know-how
to
rejuvenating this space for the DCC Community.
It is truly appreciated.
We look forward to updating the DCC Community
with our progress in the new term!

Films Leaving Cycle Students
must watch:
The Big Short (15A):
This film is bound to make anyone who
watches interested in the world of banking
furious with it. The cast includes Christian
Bale, Ryan Gosling, Steve Carrel and Brad Pitt.
The film focuses on the characters who
foresaw the financial crash and the corrupt
banking system that lead to it. Anyone with
an interest in business or finance should
definitely watch this film.Adam McKay’s
depiction of what caused the 2008 recession is
both factual and hilarious.

The Social Network (15A)

‘

David Fincher’s ‘The Social Network’ is about how Mark
Zuckerberg created Facebook.
The film is about how Zuckerberg came up with the idea
for Facebook and the characters he met along the way.
Fincher creates tension like no other director, and uses
this to make every scene intense.
The dialogue makes the viewer feel immersed and adds
to the atmosphere. Every character in the film is multi
dimensional, which makes for an exciting watch.

Burn After Reading (15A):
‘Burn After Reading’ is a satirical take on spy
movies from the Coen brothers. The all star
cast includes George Clooney, Brad Pitt,
Frances Mcdormand, John Malkovich, Tilda
Swindon and J.K Simmons. This film has my
favourite performances from George Clooney
and Brad Pitt. The film is a classic Coen
brothers story with plots and characters
constantly intertwined with each other.

Seven Psychopaths (15):
This dark comedy follows Marty(Colin Farrell), a
screenwriter, who is struggling to write his next
screenplay. His friends Billy(Sam Rockwell) and
Hans(Christopher Walken) run a dog kidnapping ring. In
their business, they run into gangster boss Charlie
(Woody Harrelson) who has a strong connection to his
Shih Tzu. The film follows Marty and his friends running
away from Charlie and his crew. This film is a hilarious
tale of friendship, personal loss and the human
condition.

Zodiac (16):
“Zodiac” is about the Zodiac killer and the
people who tried to catch them. The film
follows Robert Graysmith (Jake Gyllenhaal), a
cartoonist for the San Francisco Chronicle,
Paul Avery (Robert Downey Jr), a journalist for
the SF Chronicle and David Toschi (Mark
Ruffalo), a detective. The film shows what
chasing the Zodiac killer did to these people’
mental state and family life. David Fincher
creates an eerie atmosphere in this film,
which makes it a thrilling watch.

Vice (15A):
“Vice” is a political drama / comedy about former
American Vice President Cheney(Christian Bale),
directed by Adam McKay. This film is an interesting look
at how Cheney got into power, and what he did as Vice
President. Although politics is the central theme, I think
this is a film that anyone can watch and you don’t need
to have a keen interest in politics to enjoy it.

The Grand Budapest Hotel
(15A):
“The Grand Budapest Hotel” is a comedy
directed by Wes Anderson. This film has the
charm and style that Wes Anderson brings to a
film. The plot is about M. Gustave Ralph
Fiennes) as he outruns Dmitri (Adrien Brody)
and Jopling (Willem Dafoe), when he is awarded
a priceless painting in the will of Madame D.
(Tilda Swinton). The film uses both comedic
dialogue and visuals to keep the viewing
constantly entertained. I would recommend
this film to anyone who is a fan of Wes
Anderson or weird comedies.

Spotlight (15A):
“Spotlight” is the true story of how the Boston Globe
uncovered the Catholic Church’s abuse of children and
their cover up. This film is interesting to watch, and
provides accurate information about the scandal. The
film has great performances, suspense and intriguing
storytelling, this film is a must watch for anyone who
likes true crime or journalism.

Three Billboards Outside
Ebbing, Missouri (15A):
Martin McDonagh’s Oscar winning tale of a
mother trying to find retribution for the
murder of her daughter is filled with
suspense, action, witty dialogue and heartfelt
performances. This film is the perfect balance
between dark comedy and crime drama, one
moment you’re laughing, the next you’re on
the verge of tears. Despite its near two hour
run time, this film leaves you wanting more.
Easily one of the best comedy / drama films of
all time, this film is excellent.

The Lighthouse (16):
“The Lighthouse” tells the tale of two lighthouse
keepers (Robert Pattinson and Willem Dafoe) who begin
to lose their minds when they’re alone on an island. This
abstract depiction of life as a lighthouse keeper is one of
the best horror / psychological thrillers I have ever seen.
After watching this film, you will not forget about it.
Whether you try to find meaning, or try and find out the
plot, this film will keep you thinking after your first
viewing. If you’re looking for an abstract and weird
horror film, this is your best bet.

CHRISTMAS JUMPER DAY
On December 11th, DCC held their Annual
Christmas Jumper Day.
Well done to second-year classes Furey and
Kelly
who
successfully
organised
the
fundraising event this year for CMRF Crumlin.
Over €1300 was raised by the DCC community!
A massive thank you to everyone for their
generous donations!

DCC WINTER CONCERT
We are delighted to present our Winter Concert Video 2020! While we are so
disappointed we could not have our traditional Concert, we hope you will
enjoy this festive offering, albeit virtually!
The video features seasonal solo performances, group performances and a
very special cover version of Dermot Kennedy's song 'Giants' performed by the
school band.
Many thanks to all the talented students who performed in the video, to TY
Music and Multimedia students for their camera work, animation and sound
design, to Ms. Kearns for her work with the 1st Year 1A German Class and to
Mr. Collins for his production and direction.
Click on the photo below for the Concert! We hope you enjoy!
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