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25th February 2021 

Dear Parents, Guardians and Students, 

Following the Taoiseach’s announcement of the phased return to in-school classes for sixth year 

students on March 1st, we are preparing for the safe return of staff and students  to our school 

building.  

We recognise the fact that our leaving certificate students have experienced a rollarcoaster of 

emotions waiting to hear the detail of assessment procedures and the impact this will have on their 

future plans. The one guarantee that we can offer at present is that we will navigate that journey 

with you.  

While we look forward to a return to the classroom, it is paramount that measures and procedures 

adopted to mitigate the spread of Covid-19 are strictly adhered to. Any infringement will be deemed 

to put people at risk and will be dealth with accordingly.  

In an effort to answer some logistical questions which you may have at the moment, please see the 

Q and A section below. For any issues which have not been addressed in this letter, please do not 

hesitate to contact us at info@donabatecc.ie marking your email LC Queries. 

Q: How will our timetable work? 

A: The sixth year timetable will operate as per your normal timetable. You will travel to your subject 

teacher’s room. A list of room locations and teachers will be issued on Friday. This will be issued to 

your Year Group Chat.  

Q: Will we have PE? 

A: No. As there is a ban on sport at present and the wearing of masks in a PE class is not condusive to 

activities. We are also not in a position to facilitate individual training activities.  Both PE classes will 

be assigned to a classroom and the option to study or to take extra Biology will be given to students 

at that time.  

Q: What entry point will be use?  

A: Students will enter and exit the building by the door you were using in Term One. The doors will 

open at 8.15am and close at 8.30am.  

Q: Are there designated toilets for Sixth years? 

A: Yes, the toilets beside Mrs. Flynn’s office will be the designated toilets for sixth year students.  

Q: How will lunchtime work? 

A: Sixth Years will take their lunch in the Main Assembly Area. No more than two students per 

double bench. All main area doors and windows will be open for ventilation. Students will be 

allowed to use the outdoor spaces, ie the courtyard and the outdoor seating at the entry/exit point.  
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Students remaining inside must wear their masks once they have finished eating. If socially distant 

outside, masks may be removed.  

Q: Where do we take our small break? 

A: Small break is also in the Main Assembly Area with the option to utilise the outdoor space.  

Q: Are we continuing to use Teams? 

A: Yes, teachers will continue to use the class team to assign classwork and homework.  

    As there is a return to in school class, live broadcasts will no longer occur.  

Q: Will there be a seating plan for each room?  

A: Yes, each subject teacher will assign a seating plan to their class, which must be adhered to. In the 

case of a notification of a positive case, we may be asked for to provide the seating plan to the HSE.  

Q: As only sixth years are in the building, do we still have to santise our desks and chairs as 

before? 

A: Yes, continuing to sanitise will provide you with the knowledge that the desk and chair you are 

using is safe.  

Q: Do we wear masks as before? 

A: Absolutely. The wearing of masks is mandatory and protects us all.  

Q: Do we continue to hand sanitise? 

A: Yes, hand sanitising and in general sanitising is of the utmost importance.  

Q: Do we wear our school uniform?  

A: Absolutely. You are returning to school, to normal timetable and proceudures.  

Q: Will we have Mock Exams/Orals? 

A: At the current time, we have no plan to hold a Mock exam. This decision may have to be 

amended, depending on the directive we recive from the State Exams Commission.  

In the case of orals, we have said that oral preparation may continue in class, we have yet to hear 

from the DES a definitive plan on orals and practicals.  

Q: How do I speak to my teachers about levels, I do not want to appear to be canvassing? 

A: That is a very fair question. You may ask your teacher if, in their opinion you should remain at 

Higher Level or move to Ordinary Level. Your teacher can advise you from their experience of 

Leaving Certificate what the best option for you is. You cannot ask what grade your teacher thinks 

they may achieve in an accredited system or indeed what grade they think you may achieve in the 

June exams. However your teacher will be able to refer to work which you have submitted to them 
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or will submit to them and give you feedback on the standard of that work from their experience of 

the Leaving Certificate.  

There has to be a common sense approach to this situation. If a teacher feels a conversation is 

uncomfortable and perhaps bordering on canvassing, they have been told to shut that conversation 

down.  

 

 

In order for students to return to the school building, parents and guardians must submit the 

parental declaration form. If for any reason, you did not receive this form by text, please let us 

know and we will rectify this situation.  

If a student becomes symptomatic, do not send your son/daughter to school. This is in line with 

public health advice. In the event of your son/daughter being absent either as a precaution or due 

to testing, please contact us at donabatecovidresponse@ddletb.ie  

 

We are looking forward to the phased return on in-school classes, working together, we aim to  

achieve this in a safe way.  

Regards,  

Donabate Community College 
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