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Welcome Back!

Boo! Here at Donabate CC students are

getting into the spooky spirit, looking

forward to the week long break.  The past

few weeks have flown by, from sixth years

leaving to first years coming. We are here

to report all the tricks and treats you

missed these past two months. We wish

everyone a safe and Happy Halloween!
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Congratulations to the
Leaving Cert Class of 2021
By Lía Bracken, Hazel, McGoey

and Ava Pender
Recently, Donabate CC welcomed
back students who had recently
completed Leaving Certificate 2021.
Sixteen students were presented with
an award for outstanding results,
each of whom received in excess of
500 points.
Despite the struggles associated with
the pandemic during their senior
academic years, students worked
diligently and with determination to
achieve their potential.
In conversation with our award
recipients, their advice for the
upcoming Leaving Certificate Class
was “To study from Day One.” While
the areas of study students are now
pursuing were varied across the
Sciences, Arts, Music, Business,
Accounting, Philosophy, Medical
Science, Analytical Science and across
different college campuses, everyone
agreed that effort from day one
drastically improves your chances of
succeeding in what you are
passionate about.

Thomas Crean, Sam Dolan, and Sean Collins
advised students to have a clear head and
know what path you want to go down before
beginning preparations for the exams. They
said having a clear understanding of what
you want to do helps focus on your studies
and proves easier overall.
Many students applied for the accredited
grades while also sitting the exams last June.
Although they noted that sometimes it was
stressful, they believed that this was the best
decision given the circumstances. Ciara
Kavanagh, Cara Spagnoletti and Ali Kavanagh
remarked on the importance of doing your
homework consistently.

The rise in points this year gave rise to some
students reevaluating their next step. Some are
taking gap years while others are discovering
new paths and interests.
Eoin Moran, Jack Pender and Matthew Crowe
stated the importance of choosing a career that
you are really interested in and being aware of
not letting financial reward cloud your
judgement. Eoin noted that there might not be
lots of career options after his degree in
philosophy, but it he really loves doing it.



Congratulations to the
following students who
received presentations
marking their incredible
Leaving Certificate results;

Leah Brogan
Sean Collins
Thomas Crean
Matthew Crowe
Niamh Cullen
Sam Dolan
Alanna France
Ciara Kavanagh
Ali Kavanagh
Eoin Moran
Senan O’Riordan
Jack Pender
Oisín Power
Liam Shorthall
Cara Spagnoletti
Jennifer Thompson

We wish the Class of 2021,
all the very best of luck in
their studies and future
careers.





LAST YEAR, A LOT OF TRANSITION YEAR STUDENTS
MISSED OUT ON THE OPPORTUNITY TO DO THEIR
PREFERRED WORK EXPERIENCE DUE TO THE COVID-
19 PANDEMIC. THIS YEAR, DUE TO RESTRICTIONS,
NEW RULES HAVE BEEN IMPLEMENTED IN THE
WORKPLACE. WE INTERVIEWED A FEW STUDENTS TO
FIND OUT HOW WORK EXPERIENCE IS POST
PANDEMIC.  

DEPENDING ON THE WORKPLACE SOME STUDENTS
EXPERIENCED HARSHER RESTRICTIONS THAN
OTHERS, FROM PLASTIC DIVIDERS BETWEEN
COSTUMERS TO SANITISING AFTER EVERY USE,
HOWEVER, EVERY STUDENT NOTED ON MASK
WEARING AND HAND SANITISER, SOMETHING ALIEN
TO THE WORK EXPERIENCE OF JUST A FEW YEARS
AGO AGO.  
 

WE INTERVIEWED STUDENTS WHO BOTH DID A
BLOCK WEEK AND EVERY WEDNESDAY, AND MOST
WOULD SAY A BLOCK WEEK IS MORE BENEFICIAL.
HOWEVER, SOME STUDENTS DID PREFER THE
ROUTINE OF EVERY WEDNESDAY. STUDENTS WHO
WORKED IN THE MEDICAL FIELD, IN PHARMACY AND
VETERINARY, WOULD RECOMMEND A BLOCK WEEK
AS YOU BECOME MORE INDEPENDENT AND
RELIABLE AS THE WEEK GOES ON WHEREAS THOSE
IN THE SERVICE INDUSTRY, BEAUTICIAN AND
ADMINISTRATION, WOULD RECOMMEND THE
WEDNESDAY AS WORKING BETTER FOR THEIR
WORKPLACE.  

ONE STUDENT IN PARTICULAR, WHO SPENT HER
WEEK WORKING IN ELVERYS IN SWORDS SAID “
EVERY STUDENT, WHETHER THEY DO A BLOCK WEEK
OR EVERY WEDNESDAY, SHOULD AT SOME POINT
EXPERIENCE THE RETAIL SECTOR”. SHE NOTED ON
THE VALUABLE LIFE SKILLS SHE EARNED WORKING
THERE AND SAID IT WAS IMPORTANT FOR HER
PERSONAL GROWTH. SHE HAS BEEN OFFERED A
PART TIME JOB THERE AS WELL, WHICH IS
SOMETHING THAT WOULD NOT HAVE BEEN
OFFERED IN ANOTHER SECTOR.  

OTHER STUDENTS REMINDED US OF THE
IMPORTANCE OF DOING SOMETHING YOU’RE
INTERESTED IN PURSUING, IT WILL NOT
BENEFIT YOU IF YOU’RE WORKING SOMEWHERE
THAT YOU DO NO ENJOY. TRANSITION YEAR IS A
YEAR FOR GROWTH AND DEVELOPMENT AND A
YEAR TO GET A GRASP ON WHAT CAREER PATH
YOU WILL PROSPER IN. WE ENCOURAGE
STUDENTS WHO MAY NOT HAVE AN IDEA OF
WHAT THEY WOULD LIKE TO DO, TO
EXPERIENCE EVERY SECTOR AVAILABLE TO
THEM.  

 
DUE TO THE COVID-19 PANDEMIC, A LOT OF
BUSINESS AND INDUSTRIES ARE NOT TAKING
APPLICATIONS FOR WORK EXPERIENCE SO IT
MAY BE HARD FOR SOME STUDENTS TO FIND
PLACEMENTS. OTHER WORKPLACES REQUIRE
THEIR STUDENTS TO BE FULLY VACCINATED. WE
ENCOURAGE STUDENTS TO TRY TO FIND A
WORK EXPERIENCE PLACEMENT AS NO MATTER
WHAT SECTOR OR INDUSTRY YOU’RE WORKING
IN, YOU WILL LEARN VALUABLE LIFE SKILLS. 

Work Experience, post pandemic
Written by, Ava Pender and

Hazel McGoey



Welcome First
Years 
BY HAZEL MCGOEY AND AVA
PENDER

On the 27th of August, Donabate CC

welcomed a new year of students into the

school. We know that the transition from

primary to secondary school may seem

daunting to some, especially considering the

current circumstances. However, with the

welcoming environment and attention to

following COVID guidelines, we feel that the

students have settled in comfortably to their

new surroundings.

Feedback from a few students from the

Aldrin class, has concluded that they are

coping well to the drastic changes in their

school routine. They noted feelings of

anxiousness, specifically regarding exams

and new subjects, however, two weeks in

they are expressing feelings of excitement for

their new academic journey. They’re looking

forward to exploring the new communities

that they previously would not have access

to, enjoying the new layout of their school

day, and hopeful for the new experiences

secondary school offers.

 

Donabate CC is a community that values

student wellbeing and will continue to

support the new students' academic journey

throughout their time here and after. Every

year classes are named after inspirational

people, the 2021 first years were named after

astronomical pioneers, this is a reminder to

always reach for the stars. We are grateful

that the students are comfortable in the

school and we wish them the best of luck

going forward.





IRISH DANCING
BY CHLOE HANLON AND
HANNAH SHERIDAN

Congratulations to the girls who were

competing at the Irish Dancing Dublin

championships in Tyrrelstown

recently. 6th Year student Jodie

Sinnott won third place in the Under

21 category defeating around thirty

other dancers at this age grade. There

were three rounds, one in soft shoe

and two in hard. Jodie dances with

her mum's dance school Louise

Flood’s School of Dance based in

Donabate.  

 

“I’ve been dancing for as long as I can

remember, I’d say since I was three!”

Jodie told us when we asked her for

how long she was dancing. She says

“at times it’s hard to juggle school and

dance”, but she practices twice a day

and sometimes she has to get up early

in the morning to do her homework if

she has dancing after school. This was

her first féis back after lockdown, an

almost two year break not stopping

Jodie’s passion for dance. 

 

Her sister Carlie is following in her

footsteps, and she placed second in the

under thirteens at Tyrrelstown. Carlie has

just joined DCC as a first year student.

Ella Nolan, a TY student, also performed

exceptionally well getting sixth place

competing in the under fifteens. 

 

We're really proud of all our Irish dancing

students and wish them the best in

future competitions! 

 

Thanks to Jodie for allowing us use the

accompanying photo! 



Well done to our TY students who completed a
circus skills workshop with Johnny Phelan
recently. Johnny Phelan is from Street Theatre
Ireland. He gave the opportunity to students to
try different circus skills such as juggling, tight
rope walking and even unicycle riding. There
were games for everyone to enjoy. Everyone
put in a great effort and enjoyed the workshop
thoroughly.

Johnny Phelan started by giving everyone
sticks that were long and narrow.
Students then had to balance the stick on
their finger and point it vertically. The
students found it difficult at the start, but
it didn’t take them long to master the art.

Johnny Phelan then demonstrated how to
balance a plate on top of a long stick.
Most of the students had already
mastered the balancing of the stick and
were able to twirl and spin the plate on
top!

TY Circus Skills 

Students were also given the
opportunity to walk on a tight
rope and even some stilt walking
which resulted in a lot of
laughter.
Talking to the Independent,
Phelan said, “It really sparks
children’s imagination, and when
we help them walk across a
tightwire at the end of the
session, their eyes light up”. Well
done to all TY students for
participating in the workshop.

By Kevin McBrien



The Importance of Politics
for Young People 
By Lía Bracken and Eimear

Davey

Twenty-first century students are
often given a bad rep for not
engaging themselves in the how the
government works or the problems
society faces today. TY students in
Donabate Community College have
been given the opportunity to not
only learn about senior cycle subjects,
but also have been given an insight
on different world affairs such as
climate change, social studies and in
particular political education. 
 
Political education has been a critical
part of the TY modules for the past
few years in Donabate Community
College. It is shown to be a very
important subject for students to
become more actively engaged and
aware of our own government. 
 
Recent referendums on same sex
marriage (2015) and abortion (2018)
proved that when young people
become politically engaged, polling
stations report high turnouts. 

Transition Year politics is about finding
your own voice and then being able to
voice your opinions on issues such as
gender, equality and social class. We learn
about our legal system and how laws are
introduced, which will help us understand
how decisions are made in our own
government. 
 
We learn not only about the Irish
government, but global bodies such as the
European Union and how they tackle
current events, such as COVID 19. 
 
As students we are given the opportunity
to tackle issues in school and become
more involved in our community. We are
able to gain a greater insight into other
cultures and how people are able to live. 
 
To conclude Political Education is an
enjoyable subject to learn in Transition
Year at Donabate Community College. 




