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POLICY FOR ADMISSION TO SCHOOL YEAR 

2027/2028 

Donabate Community College Post-Primary School 

This policy is to be reviewed by the Board of Management every year. 

This Policy was agreed on: 

Signature: 

(Principal) 

Signature: 

(Chairperson to the Board of Management) 

A decision on an application for admission will be based on the implementation of this 

Policy, the information set out in the annual Admission Notice of the school and the 

information provided by the Applicant in the application for admission, once received 

before the closing date set out in the annual Admission Notice. The Principal of Don abate 

Community College is res1xmsible for the implementation of this Admission Policy. 
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7.1. 

SECTION'i 

APP TION TO THE · � · CLASS 

.APPLICATION TO THE SPECIAL CLASS 

Admission Provisions for the Special Class 

7.1.1. Oversubscription 

7.1.2. Selection criteria in order of priority 

7.1.3. Selection process 

7.1-4. Late Applications 

7.1.5. Second/
t

hird-round offers of a place 

7.1.6. Acceptance of a place 

7.1.7. Refusal 

7.1.8. Withdrawal of an offer 

7.2. Appeals 

7.2.1. Appeal where refusal was due to oversubscription 

7.2.2. Appeal where refusal was for a reason other than oversubscription 

7.2.3. Basis for a review by the board of management 
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there is not a place available in the relevant year group, the next person on the waiting list 

for the Special Class will be considered for the place in question but this will not change 

the initial Student's place on the waiting list for the Special Class for the remainder of that 

school year, i.e. if another place subsequently became available in the Special Class during 

that school year, the initial Student at the top of the waiting list would be considered first, 

but again subject to there being a place in the relevant year group for that Student. 

For clarity, if a place becomes available in a given mainstream class group, before that place 

is offered to a Student on the waiting list for that mainstream year group, the waiting list 

for the Special Class shall be reviewed and if there is a place available in the Special Class 

and there is a Student on the waiting list who would be able to take-up the place due to the 

available place in the given mainstream year group, that Student w
i

ll be offered the place 

in the Special Class (thereby removing the place in the mainstream year group). This is in 

the interest of ensuring that the scarce resources of the Special Class are never under­

utilised.,_

Where an application is made on behalf of a Student for both the Special Class and a 

mainstream year group, and his/her application for one but not both is successful, s/he 

will remain in the same position on the waiting list for the group to which s/he was not 

successful, regardless of whether the Applicant accepts the place in the group to which the 

Student was successful. 

For the avoidance of doubt, if a Student does not receive a place in the Special Class for a 

given academic year, but s/he wishes to be considered for admission to Special Class in the 

following academic year, a new application must be made on behalf of that Student during 

the dates specified by the school as being the period when it will accept applications for the 

Special Class. 

Where the school is oversubscribed, any selection criteria that are not included in this 

Admission Policy shall not be considered in determining whether or not a Student is 

admitted to the school. 

7.1.2. Selection criteria in order of priority: 
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Applications to the Special Class will only be considered if the Student's needs fall within 

the specified category of special educational needs provided for by this class. Subject to this 

requirement, in the event of oversubscription, the following criteria for admission to the 

Special Class will apply: 

Donabate Community College will apply the following criteria for admission to the Special 

class: 

7.1.2.1 Current Students enrolled in the school. 

7.1.2.2 If the Student has siblings currently enrolled in the school. 

7.1.2.3 Whether the Student attends one of the feeder schools, in no particular order as 

previously cited; 

7.1.2.3.i St Patrick's Boys National School, Portrane Road, Rahillion, Donabate. 

7.1.2.3.ii Scoil Phadraic CaiHni National School, Portrane Road, Rahillion, 

Donabate. 

7.1.2.3.iii Donabate Portrane Educate Together National School, Ballisk Common, 

Dona bate. 

7.1.2.3.iv Gaelscoil na Mara, Portrane Road, Donabate. 

7.1.2.4 If the Student has siblings who were previously enrolled in the school. 

7.1.2.5 If the student lives in the catchment area but attends a non feeder school. 

7.1.2.6 If a parent/guardian of the Student is a member of both the staff of the school 

and DDLETB 

7.1.2.7 The greatest level of need, as determined by the Principal in consultation with 

the SEN team in the school, having considered the Relevant Report in respect of 

the Child. If two of more Students are tied on this criterion then the next 

selection criteria in the list will be applied to those students to determine the 

order of priority of those students. 

7.1.2.8 All other applicants 

7.1.3. Selection process: 

Donabate Community College will apply the selection process as follows: 

Having met the criteria for admission to the Special Class, applications are considered 

against the published selection criteria. Places will be offered in the first instance to those 
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